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Foreword from the Head of
School

Greetings,
It is with mixed feelings that I write this
foreword. On one hand, my team of teachers,
staff & I are elated to see the smiling faces of
our children back on campus, yet on the
other hand the recent spike in cases also
worries us just like everyone else. The government is doing its best to preserve
lives & livelihood, while at the same time, trying to find the perfect balance to
ensure continuity of education of our children in the most sustainable & safest
manner possible. It is our collective responsibility as a community of parents and
educators to keep our children safe & at the same time ensure minimized gaps in
their learning till this disruption passes.
At our end, we are working on several exciting new initiatives as a school that will
not only open up a host of creative learning opportunities for the children, but also
which will make sure that they have a lot of fun in the learning process, and that
the VIS children stand tall in the student community and evolve into not just good
academic achievers but also as rounded and responsible citizens of tomorrow.
Please stay tuned for more announcements in this regard.
I would like to end my note in appealing to all of us to stand up to this unforeseen
challenge that Mother Nature has thrown us into and to come out of it collectively
& responsibly. Let us also wish for the speedy recovery & wellbeing of those who
are affected by this pandemic. Lastly, let us pray for the countries that are going
through the devastating surge in cases & hope that the tough times end soon as
we as the whole of humanity come together in solidarity & humility to find back
our safe place on our planet.
Best Wishes,
Arunima Banerjee
Head of School
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It’s Up to Us
Written by Soni. D., Year 8.
'Hijacked'. What does the word hijack mean to you? The first thing that usually
pops up in our minds is a plane hijack. But the meaning itself is defined as taking
control of something or seizing it. Last year was certainly hijacked by unwelcoming
forces.
On December 31, 2019, the first cases of coronavirus were identified in Wuhan City,
Hubei Province, China. Since then, the disease, now
officially known as COVID-19, has been declared a
pandemic, spread to most countries, and claimed the
lives of over 3.01M people. In light of current affairs,
the COVID-19 pandemic has taken over our lives. Its
existence has resulted in a significant loss of human life worldwide, and it poses a
significant threat to public health, food systems, and the workplace.
With everyone isolated, this pandemic has certainly taught us many things. I see it
as an act of karma. Health care workers and millions of staff are putting their lives
on the line for the functionality of our unstable society.
We have taken multiple initiatives to try and overcome
as well as reduce the effects of COVID-19. These
methods include the Pfizer vaccine, social distancing,
wearing masks, and reduced leisure outdoor activities.
In my opinion, I believe we need to enforce more stern

Hopeful for a new beginning. Source: Bing Photos.

SOP procedures considering the uneven fluctuation of COVID-19 cases throughout
Malaysia and many countries. If we continue down this path, it will ensure a quick
recovery. The World Health Organization says “The best way to prevent and slow
down transmission is to be well informed about the COVID-19 virus, the disease it
causes and how it spreads. Protect yourself and others from infection by washing
your hands or using an alcohol-based rub frequently and not touching your face.”
We need to do everything we can to return to what was considered normal. It is up
to us to take responsibility and take action and raise awareness. Become the
change you want to see in the world. We only have each other, it’s just us against
the world. How can we guarantee the restoration of the planet?

April 3, 2021

HIJACKED
VALLEY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Nurture Nature
Written by Bala Murugan. M., Year 8.
3.5 billion years ago, the only thing that has made ‘Earth’ become Earth was the
power of nature; everyone is debating whether to sacrifice the environment or the
economy. People are disrespecting her. Mother Nature. Day by day, numerous trees
are being curtailed and hurt. Due to this, animals have nowhere to go. Forests are
being replaced with industries that encourage pollution. The primary issues are
deforestation, burning fossil fuels, and pollution. We, humans, are the main cause of
all of the above. We care so much about our needs that we forget nature is the main
reason we all got here in the first place. Nature is being hijacked.
Mother Nature has done so much for every living thing on this planet. How are we
repaying her? We should all help her gain her strength by practicing the 3R’s
(reducing waste, reusing, and recycling resources). By doing the 3R’s it would help
make a huge impact for the world and everyone. How can we apply the 3R’s into our
daily lives? It is simple. First, we must reduce the amount of waste/trash we make
every day, and one way to do this; we could reuse or recycle them. Some other
ways to help nature thrive; everyone could volunteer for clean-ups to make our Earth
feel like a better place. Another simple task that everyone could do is by planting a
tree. If everyone, 7.8 billion people on earth, plants a tree; just imagine the number
of trees growing each day.
You walk around the forest, breathing in the fresh air, you look in front of you to see
the never ending trees, next you look above seeing the fluffy white clouds before
long, in a blink of an eye, the tables have turned. Trees replace industries, the fresh
air you have been breathing betrays you, and the clouds you thought were fluffy
suddenly turn into a filthy shade of grey. Nature is something close to our hearts. If
everyone understood the true meaning of nature, they would understand the pain
that nature is in right now. The world wouldn’t be a complete puzzle piece without
nature.

As

Isaac

About time to ‘give back’. Source: Google photos.

Newton
Crossword— Nurture Nature
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The Advent of the Civil Rights Movement
Written by Sulaiman. H. E., Year 8.
The civil rights movement to gain equal rights among the ‘blacks’ and ‘whites’ in the
United States took place from (1954-1968). Although the movement had abolished
slavery, it didn’t end discrimination against the African-American, especially in the
southern parts of America where they would be discriminated and given a lower life
than their counterparts because of race and skin colour. They were ‘hijacked’ of their
human rights. In the 20th century, when they had enough of violence, inequality, and
discrimination, they stood up for themselves along with a handful Caucasian and
began to challenge the system that spanned for 2 decades.
Along with incredible leaders such as Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks , they made
drastic changes and gave the African-Americans almost equal rights. Here are some
worthy fighters for the Civil Rights Movement and their contributions.
Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin is most well-known for her “AfricanAmerican Women Club”. She was an African-American leader from
New England who was a suffragist, fought slavery, recruited
African-American soldiers to fight for the North in the Civil War, and
founded and edited a magazine.
Carter Godwin Woodson was an American historian, author,
journalist, and the founder of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History. He read the past about black lives and
enslaved

people

and

corrected

the

white

scholars

who

misrepresented or misanalysed the works of history.
A. Philip Randolph was an American labour unionist, civil rights
activist, and socialist politician. In 1925, he organized and led the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first mainly AfricanAmerican labour union. Randolph directed the March on
Washington Movement to end employment discrimination in the defence industry and
a national civil disobedience campaign to ban segregation in the armed forces. The
nonviolent protest and mass action effort inspired the civil rights movement of the
1950s and 1960s.
Ella Baker began her involvement with the (NAACP) in 1940. She worked as a field
secretary and then served as director of branches from 1943 until 1946. In 1957,
Baker moved to Atlanta to help organize Martin Luther King's new organization, the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Dolores Huerta is a civil rights
activist, feminist, and labour leader she is best known for her compassionate
treatment of farmworkers and she was the East Coast leader of the late '60s grape
boycott for workers' rights.
Quiz Time!
1. What did Ella Baker do?
2.Who is Carter Godwin Woodson?
3.What was the point of The Civil Rights Movement?
And when did it take place?
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Around the Campus in 30 Days
Written by Safiah, Z.
Teachers are one of the front liners battling the pandemic’s perpetrations. Having said
that, they share the sole responsibility with parents when it comes to educating and
nurturing future leaders. The unprecedented tomorrow of how classes are to be
conducted– online or offline, depends on the Ministry of Education directives (inclination
of Covid-19 cases) or the presence of positive Covid-19 case in the VIS campus.
Hence, ‘hybrid’ teachers are cornered to adapt to the dynamic and unexpected
condition in the education system presently.
However, that did not deter the spirit of the vivacious VIS educators. Walking into the
campus after 6 months of closure, did not excite the students alone but a mass of
teachers. Paired with high spirit and motivation, the teachers are ready to ‘dominate’ the
conducive classroom environment and experience the norm of face-to-face teaching
and learning once again. On a full throttle, various activities are planned out and
executed by the VIS teachers as early as the first week of Term 3 which began on the
19th April, 2021.
New extra-curricular activities (ECA) such as the Newsletter Club and Photography
Club have been introduced in the new term to ensure students’ exposure to a variety of
soft and hard skills. Besides that, we celebrated Earth Day on 22nd April 2021 by
adorning ‘earthy’ colours attires such as brown, green, blue, white and etc. Following
that, the first week of Language Week took place on April 26-30, 2021 and will carry on
until May 7, 2021. Spell Bee for English, Hindi and Bahasa Melayu took place across
all levels in the first week. In the following week, students can expect to be engaged in
more exciting activities such as the semi final and final rounds of Spell Bee, debate,
jamming and poem recitation.
Besides that, VIS student leaders; School Prefect investiture took place on April 30,
2021. On behalf of the school, we would like to congratulate Laasya Kosaraju, Rishitha,
Shamshunisa, Devika, Lakshmi, Nitharsan, Bhavishya, Sarathvi, and Meghana for the
appointment of School Prefects.

Pictures Paint A 1000 Words

Submitted by,
Ms. Thilaga
With students
from year 2 B
Art and Craft

HIJACKED
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SAGA CHALLENGE!
Episode 3
Written by Sarathvi and Ridhima of Year 6.
I opened the door ...........
As soon as I did, a sudden blaze of light struck my eyes, making me grope.
As I opened my eyes and came to my senses, I found out that the baby was missing.
And the bed was shaking like a dandelion in the wind, so I went closer to the window to
find
that there was a rope.
The rope was led like a guide all the way down to the ground. I ran down to find no one
around, but there were some fading footsteps leading to an alley. As soon as I entered
the alley, the footsteps had faded away completely.
I had no choice but to head back home. It was night around 8:45 when I was in bed. I
tried to sleep, I tossed and turned and by midnight, I gave up. I went down to the
kitchen to have a snack and recalled about what had happened. While I was deep in
my thoughts, I heard an engine ramming. I ran towards the window and to my surprise I
saw a car that was familiar to me. I thought, “What if it was mine?”
At that strange moment, I had many questions on my mind that needed to be
answered.
What if the baby is there in the car?
What makes the baby so important to the people who took it?
Have I made a mistake by not going to the police?
Who could be the baby’s parents? How would they feel right now?
Why could I feel that there’s a special connection between the baby and me?
I knew my time was running short and I rushed to the elevator. The minute my thumb
leaned on the elevator button, the elevator locked up. I shouted for “help”, but
unfortunately no one could hear me. I sat powerless in the elevator and negative
thoughts flooded my mind.
Am I being framed by somebody?
Is this the same person who took my car and the baby?
Will I be killed by this mysterious person?
After some time, the elevator started working. I went down to the ground floor. The car
was parked at the other side of the apartment. I ran as fast as I could to my car which
looked like a crushed tin .
I ran to my car and opened the door……………..
Part 3: To be continued...

You think you have a knack for fictional story writing?
Creative enough to put words together?
We challenge you to participate in the SAGA Challenge.
Read episode 3 of the SAGA Challenge and write your own version of episode 4
in continuity of the previous episode.
Submission of episode 4 should not be later than 27th of May 2021.
You may submit your essay to: kleng3@tipsglobal.net
This challenge is open to all VIS students.
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